
How to Give 

By Bobby Schuller 

We’re in the middle of a series called DIY – Do it yourself – No One 

Can Follow Jesus for You. And if you haven’t kept up with us, you can 

check out more about this series on our podcast. It’s a free audio 

download of these sermons. By the way, how was Nick last week? Pretty 

good, huh? What a great guy.  

So we took a break last week, but we’re getting right back into the 

series. This series is about talking to new Christians. Many of you here 

are new believers; you’re sort of coming back to the faith. About how to 

live a typical or normal life for Jesus. Now that might be the wrong word. 

There is no typical life for Jesus, but how to do the things Christians do 

to form their mind, and even their bodies in the image of Jesus Christ. 

And so we talk about things like how to pray, how to go to heaven, how 

to read your Bible, how to share your faith. Today, we’re going to talk 

about how to give. 

 And I did this for a reason because to be a Christian, in many 

ways, means to take on the generosity of Jesus. Jesus was generous, 

wasn’t He? He gave and He gave and He gave. And so much of our lives is 

to take on that same generosity so that we can also receive from heaven 

the generosity of God. 



 So today I want to talk about giving, and as you probably know, I 

actually don’t teach on giving that much. It’s probably a.. it is a mistake, 

and a lot of it is honestly, just to be vulnerable, its coming from an 

insecurity that I know what people say about televangelists. I know what 

people say about pastors, that especially unchurched, critical people 

believe that pastors, especially pastors on TV, are doing it for the money. 

So when I talk about giving, because this is a non-profit, and we 

obviously need financial gifts to do what we do, it seems self serving. But 

I also want to say if that’s you today and you’re like he’s just saying this 

because he’s self serving, don’t give it to us. Give it to someone else. Give 

it to another church or another thing you care about, and watch and see 

that what I say today is true – that cheerful givers are blessed by God. 

God loves to bless generous people. And if you’re living from a place of 

scarcity and you feel like I don’t have enough, and I never have enough, 

and I can’t get a leg up, I want to encourage you become a generous 

person and watch how divine doors will open in your life. Doors of 

opportunity, things that the world would call lucky, I believe that God 

blesses generous people because He does.  

And I’ve lived this out. Even before I was a pastor, you know my 

dad used to teach us, and he did this in the church when he was a 

pastor, he would take ten oranges. And he was like okay, somebody gives 

you ten oranges, what do you do? You eat seven oranges, two oranges go 

in the bank, and one orange goes to church. And that’s how we did it. I 



mean since I was a little kid, when I got ten dollars, I got to spend seven 

dollars on toys and candy, two dollars went into my life savings, (I loved 

calling it life savings, I don’t know why) and one dollar went to church, 

and I put that dollar in the plate. And I’m so glad that my parents taught 

me that because I believe that whatever blessing I’ve received in life, so 

much of it has been.. I mean I’m not trying to brag, but just taking on 

God’s word as truth, that to tithe, that to give to God’s kingdom is a way 

to invite blessing on your own life. It just is. 

So I want to begin with a story. One of the times I saw this outside 

of my own life, and saw somebody realize this, was a man named Don 

Trotter. I haven’t asked permission to tell this story. I hope this is okay. 

I’m sure it is. Don is a dear friend of mine, and when I was in high 

school, he was a businessman and he sold insurance. He lives in a little 

town outside of Tulsa called Coweta Oklahoma. And it was in this little 

town, he had a daughter, and she was in junior high, and he decided he 

wanted his daughter and her friends to know the Lord. And so he started 

this thing at his house called Thursday night teens. We called it TNT. It 

was 1994, so we had like dynamite and everything was extreme, and it 

was exploding and cool. It was the 90’s; it was this thing. 

And so we started this thing called TNT, and we would invite 

people to Don’s house to worship and study the Bible. It was very simple, 

but at the heart of it was this sort of like place to sort of belong and be 

loved. And so Don, when he started this as an insurance salesman, was 



really struggling and wasn’t doing well. And so he decided to take what 

little money he could set aside and invest it in teenagers. He would buy 

games, like he bought a Foosball table, and then later he bought like a 

volleyball net, and he started doing things to get these kids to come to 

his house. 

By the end, I saw over a period of probably three or four years of 

doing this with Don, how his business totally blew up, in a good way. I 

mean it was just like he was all of a sudden doing very, very well. And it 

was the end of that stretch as I was going off to college that Don, who is 

not a prosperity gospel guy, he was a normal Oklahoma Baptist who sells 

insurance that stumbled on this Biblical truth that every dollar he 

invested in kids he got back a hundred fold. He just said ‘Bobby, every 

time I bought something or spent something for this little ministry to 

help teenagers, I just watched as my business grew exponentially at the 

rate that I gave. And so I started testing it, and I started giving more,’ 

and he said ‘Bobby, I can promise you that giving to God’s kingdom, you 

just can’t out give God. And I actually watched this happen as God 

blessed Don for investing into God’s kingdom. 

Now of course there are plenty of ministers who have run away 

with this, but I want to encourage you not to throw the baby out with the 

bathwater. We oftentimes might criticize some of this theology as 

prosperity gospel, but dang I would much rather be preaching the 



prosperity gospel than the poverty gospel. Wouldn’t you? The gospel of 

more than enough, rather than the gospel of lack. 

And I guess what I’m saying is that this idea, don’t throw the baby 

out with the bathwater, there are certainly ministers and pastors who 

have taught some of these things to benefit themselves personally, but I 

promise you the word of God is true and the idea that when you invest in 

God’s kingdom, you will be blessed is a Biblical principle. It’s true. I’ve 

seen it in my own life, and I’ve seen it in the lives of others. 

So it’s very simply this: God loves a cheerful giver. And I want to 

say no matter how much money you make in life, if you’re not a generous 

person, you will never feel like you’re succeeding. No matter if you make 

millions and millions of dollars, and you buy all the coolest things in the 

world but never give any money away, you’ll never feel like you’re truly 

succeeding. That’s because when you give a little bit of your money, all of 

your money is blessed. Okay.  

In Malachi, chapter 3.. so Malachi is a great.. I love Malachi. It’s 

the last book of the Old Testament in the Christian Bible, and Malachi 

was written a hundred years after the Babylonian exile. Now remember 

God chose the Jewish people through Abraham to be a blessed people, 

and in the covenant with Abraham, God said you will be blessed so that 

what? So that you can be a blessing. God blesses certain people in the 

world in order that they will bless other people with not only wealth but 

knowledge, wisdom, protection, etc. 



So God says over His people, I will bless you, so you could be a 

blessing. What – to other Jewish people? No. All the Jewish people will be 

blessed so that they can be a blessing to the whole world. And so by the 

time we get to Malachi, you just see waves of the Jewish people either 

being obedient to God’s laws, being a just community, they care for the 

poor, they care for the needs of others, they uphold the Torah, and God 

is blessing them, or they are in rebellion against God, they are cruel to 

the poor, they are cruel to children, they are an unjust society and God 

puts them under His wrath. And you see this sort of back and forth 

throughout the Bible. 

And so when Malachi comes around, the Jewish people are 

returning from this long horrible exile in Babylon. And after they’ve been 

freed, they return to Jerusalem with the hope that now finally the age 

that has been promised, an eternal age of peace and justice, an age of 

righteousness where God’s throne is in Jerusalem and Jerusalem is at 

peace and is blessed and is a blessing to the world has come. So 

everybody returns, you see it in Nehemiah and other places, returns to 

Jerusalem excited about this. But Malachi is written a hundred years 

after that, and what you see is that the same old stuff is going on. 

Malachi, the first part of it is this dialog between God and Israel. And it 

begins with this, God says, it begins with ‘I love you.’ That’s the first 

sentence of Malachi. I love you. And Israel’s response is, no you don’t.  



Notice how even in Malachi you find that all sin and brokenness, 

cruelty to the poor, all of it is rooted in this idea that I’m not loved and I 

don’t belong. God has turned His back on me. So God begins by saying 

you are my beloved, and Israel says, no we’re not. And then there’s this 

dialog that goes back and forth. God says you’ve turned my temple, so 

the temple is the center of Jewish worship. He’s like it’s falling apart. 

There’s cracks in the walls. And all the offering’s that you bring are the 

worst. You bring sick animals and rotten fruit, and you don’t care about 

my temple. And He says, and you’ve turned your back, you men, you’ve 

turned your back on your wives and your children for other women. And 

He goes on, He says you’ve defiled my temple and etc., and this whole 

thing is going on where God is saying return to me, return to me, return 

to me.  

And finally you get to this part, and it’s at the end, Malachi chapter 

3, where God finally says it again. He says ‘return to me,’ and the way He 

tells them to return to Him is through generosity.  

In Malachi chapter 3, verse 6, it says, “I the Lord do not change. So 

you, the descendants of Jacob are not destroyed.” In other words, I’ve 

protected you and I’ll never stop protecting you. “Ever since the time of 

your ancestors, you have turned away from my decrees and have not 

kept them.” And here it is: “Return to me, and I will return to you, says 

the Lord.” 



“But you ask, how are we to return?” What do you think the 

answer is? I already told you, didn’t I. “How are we to return?” And then 

God asks in a very Jewish way, “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob 

me. But you ask, how are we robbing you? And he says, in tithes and 

offerings. You are under a curse. You and your whole nation because you 

are robbing me.” That’s pretty rough, isn’t it.  

But then listen to how it takes this tone of hope: “Bring the whole 

tithe into the storehouse that there may be food in my house. Test me in 

this.” Everybody say test me in this. Now if you’re Jewish and you’re in 

synagogue, and the rabbi is teaching this, your hand goes up in the air. 

This is a big red flag because right in the heart of the Torah, 

Deuteronomy chapter 6, it says do not test the Lord your God. It’s like a 

major command in the Bible. Jesus even quotes it, remember? When 

He’s being tempted in the temple and the devil tempts Him to jump off of 

the towers and the angels will catch Him. And Jesus quotes 

Deuteronomy and says ‘do not test the Lord your God. Its written.’  

The only place in the whole Bible anywhere, in like thousands of 

pages of text that God says ‘test me’ is right here. “Test me in this, says 

the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 

heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be enough 

room to store it.” That’s pretty cool. “I will prevent pests from devouring 

your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it 



is ripe, says the Lord Almighty. Then all the nations will call you blessed 

for yours will be a delightful land, says the Lord Almighty.” 

Very clearly in the context of Malachi, the way we return to the 

Lord is through our generosity. Through generosity. It’s amazing that 

God even says that, test me in this. It actually echoes what Jesus is. 

‘God says test me in this, that if you give your tithes and offerings, I will 

pour out so much blessing in your life there won’t be enough room to 

contain it.’  

Jesus says that in Luke. He says “give and it will be given to you. A 

good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be 

poured into your lap.” Its either true or it isn’t, guys. Its either the word 

of God or its fiction.  

The first time I heard somebody say that with such conviction was 

a guy named David Green. The first time I came across David Green’s 

name was at Oral Roberts University. The last year I was leaving, they 

were falling into bankruptcy, they had no idea what to do, and a guy 

named David Green from Oklahoma City, I had never heard of him, came 

in, bailed out the school, like wrote a cash check to the school if they 

followed new practices that would make them a more efficient and better 

school. And basically saved my alma mater. I was like whoa, this is 

amazing. 

I met him a few months ago at an interview and he was like you 

wouldn’t know that he was anyone’s.. he was just a very humble 



Oklahoman man. He’s just very centered and down to earth, and I asked 

him, I said David, what is the key to success? How have you been so 

utterly successful in your life? And he goes, I just believe the Bible. I just 

believed it. It says give and I will open up so much that there won’t be 

enough room to contain it. And then he just says, so I just gave and God 

gave back to me. I gave away all my money and I got it all back. And he’s 

the one who said that. He goes just believe it. Just believe the Bible, or 

throw it away. Believe it, or throw it away. It’s either real or it’s not. He 

just gives and gives and gives, and God continues to bless him.  

Do I think that if you give your money, you’re going to be a 

billionaire? No, but I have seen that God blesses people who are not 

living in this anxious place of greed and a defensive posture, and a 

posture of scarcity, but rather He gives to people who give away. He 

blesses people who bless others. That’s an amazing thing. 

I believe generosity is the answer to scarcity. I think the best time 

to give is when you don’t feel like you have anything to give. The best 

time to give of your time is when you feel you have no time. The best time 

to give of your money is when you feel like you have no money. It’s 

always good to be generous, but it’s in those times especially that God 

puts us to the test, and I just very much think that when we respond in 

faith to the word of God, and give even when it’s hard, that God will bless 

us.  



I remember going to Oral Roberts, they had this sign on the back 

of the chapel and it said, “if you have a need, plant a seed.” It was a 

classic Oral Roberts quote. And I’ve put that to the test.  

I remember when we were looking for a church, when we were 

planting a church, we wanted to move into the American Legion Hall and 

they wanted two thousand dollars a week for us to worship there. And it 

was our first pick, so we just moved on and looked at other places, and 

couldn’t find anything. And finally we just said all right, Lord, we can’t 

find any property, we’re just going to give away all our money. And we 

decided that that year we would give away 90% of our income to the 

poor. And when that happened, because of a combination of a guy you 

guys might know Jim Case, he and some others like painted and fixed up 

their building.  

Anyway, the long and short of it is we got to worship in the 

American Legion for free. We had a need – more money, so what did we 

do? We gave our money to the poor and we watched how God blessed us 

in that. And I see over and over that when you need something in your 

life, to invest into your need is a very wise thing to do. The world says be 

safe, be guarded, protect, hold it, don’t let anybody touch it or see it. But 

the Lord says give and it’ll be given to you pressed down, shaken 

together, running over, pouring into your lap. Its either true or it isn’t. 

It’s one or the other. 



So I just believe and I have seen that generosity is the answer to 

scarcity. You know God is generous, isn’t He. Is God generous? I mean 

just look.. I mean you live in California! God is especially generous to 

you. Right now it’s like 72 degrees and you can drive 45 minutes and go 

skiing in Mountain High, or surfing in Newport Beach.  

No listen God is generous. He gives us so much, and a lot of it we 

take for granted. And whether it’s the beauty of the universe, whether it’s 

our friends and our family, whether it’s our financial well being, our 

health, it’s like when you’re healthy, you’re not thankful for health until 

you get sick. God is just so generous to us, and blesses us. And in fact 

He gave us His greatest treasure, His only Son Jesus Christ. What a gift. 

For God so loved the world that He gave! That’s what He does, He just 

gives and gives and gives and gives.  

And so did Jesus. He gave everything, including His life. If we want 

to be like Jesus, we have to become generous people. We have to give. We 

have to give. Everyone has something to give. And when we give, the 

more we give, our life goes from this violent posture towards the world. 

See like imagine you’re just holding onto something whether it’s your 

money, or your time, or your car, or your house, you’re holding onto it, it 

makes fists like you’re holding back the world, you’re holding back 

others, you’re trying to hang onto everything. And when you’re making 

fists, you can’t receive anything. You can’t give anything, but you can’t 

receive. But when you give, your hands open. And it’s like your whole 



body and your soul open, not only to give away, but to also do what? To 

receive, to bless, to embrace, to receive, and to give. It’s all the same 

posture, and that’s what happens in the soul. 

So, if you want to give, let me talk about how to give with wisdom, 

and how to give in a way that pleases God. First, let me read quickly 

from 2nd Corinthians chapter 9. And this is Paul, again, saying the same 

thing. Remember that in Biblical idea, the idea of money is a lot like 

seed: with your seed, a farmer has a choice to eat a seed or plant a seed, 

right?  

2nd Corinthians chapter 9, it says “remember this – whoever sows 

sparingly will also reap sparingly. But whoever sows generously will also 

reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves” what? 

“A cheerful giver.” Look, the first thing I want you to know before we get 

into the things, giving should be fun. You should enjoy giving. It 

shouldn’t be a church tax. It should be something that you love to do. 

Okay? Everybody agree on that? Giving is fun. Make it fun. And if you do 

that, and you receive the joy of giving, you’re going to want to give more.  

So rule number one, giving for a Christian, you should aim to give 

10% of your income. And maybe you say Bobby, I can’t give 10% of my 

income. You totally can. Look, I did it in college, when I didn’t have 

enough Ramen noodles to get through finals. If I could do it then, you 

can do it. Trust me. And you will see that when you give 10% of your 



income, you don’t really feel a negative difference much in your standard 

of living, but you get, all of a sudden, this joy that comes from being a 

cheerful giver. 

If you still say Bobby, I just can’t do it. I can’t convince my spouse 

to do it. I want to encourage you to pick a percentage and try and tick it 

up. My brother-in-law, Chris, they didn’t feel like they were in a place to 

tithe, so they decided to tweeth. So tithe is a 10th, tweeth is a 20th. So 

they gave five percent of their income for awhile until they were able to 

get to a place where they feel like could wisely give away 10% of their 

money. All right? So if you want to give like Jesus, you have to give 

100%, but if you want to give like a Christian, you only have to give 10%, 

all right? All right.  

Rule number two: make the church your default but don’t limit it 

to that. That’s actually where a lot of the joy comes from. You’re always 

going to give to the things you care about, and that is good, but when 

you decide that 10% of my money is going out the door to somebody or 

something, you all of a sudden get this freedom where you begin to be 

more receptive to the needs of other people, especially their financial 

needs.  

And so I’m telling you as a pastor, if you have 10% of your money 

set aside to give to this church, I am giving you the freedom you have it.. 

you don’t need me to give it to you.. you have the freedom to use some or 

all of that money to bless and love your neighbor.  



In other words, if you set aside $300 a month for the church, and 

you see that your neighbors across the street are just struggling, they’ve 

got little kids or something, you can take $100 of that $300, or all of it, 

and just give them $50 or $100 to go have a meal, or buy them movie 

tickets and watch their kids for them. Like you’re doing way more with 

that $100 by directly blessing your neighbor, than we as a church could 

in blessing them. And especially if you do that in the posture of trying to 

show them the love of God and the blessing of God, I think it’s a very 

good thing. So what you do is you set aside the money and you give it to 

the church, unless some other need comes up. If you have a neighbor 

that can’t pay their rent, or you see somebody that’s in need, you give to 

those people. 

I had a friend in college who we did this, and he did this thing. He 

would hire day laborers to work on his house, and he was like man, day 

laborers never get a day off because like most people get a paid vacation, 

but they never do, so he did this thing called day laborers day off, and he 

went and like hired a guy from El Salvador, paid him his hourly rate to 

just go have fun. And they went like bowling and golfing and like went 

out and saw a movie, and he like paid him an hourly rate to have a paid 

day off. I think stuff like that is cool. 

I actually changed my.. I used to say don’t give cash to homeless 

guys who are flying signs until I heard a comedian talk about this, and 

he actually changed my mind. I think it’s good to give money to homeless 



people who are flying signs on the side of the street. If you want to give 

them $5 or $10 or $100, give it to them. He was joking and he said it like 

this. He said, “you know people say I don’t want to give them money 

because they’ll spend it on drugs and alcohol.” And he says, “well what 

do you think I was going to spend it on?” And then he said “these people 

who say ‘I don’t give my money to poor people, I give it to an institution. I 

know where my money’s going.’ No you don’t.” He says “these people are 

like ‘don’t associate with poor people, just give us the money and we’ll 

make sure they get it.’” It’s really good. 

Look if you have a problem, too, you’re afraid that some of the 

maybe homeless people that you see will spend it on drugs and alcohol, 

you can use some of your tithe money to buy Starbucks cards. You can 

get an eight pack of ten Starbucks cards on Amazon for $80, just keep 

them in your glove box, and then if you see somebody you give them a 

$10 Starbucks card. That means the world to some of these people who 

live on the street. 

I am actually really thankful for Starbucks. I believe Starbucks is 

the best homeless ministry in America and I don’t mean that jokingly. 

Starbucks does not have to allow our homeless neighbors to loiter on 

their couches on cold nights. They’re often open till two in the morning, 

or they open at four in the morning, and they welcome our homeless 

neighbors to stay in their for profit business, even though they might not 

be the best clientele, and I just appreciate that so much. So I really 



would recommend that that’s one way to, not only bless our homeless 

neighbors, but to bless Starbucks. 

Okay, so in other words, make giving fun. Listen to the hurts of the 

world and use your money to bless the world, and then whatever is left 

over, give to the church. Don’t let us become like Malachi where we’ve got 

cracks in the walls, and think about when we get to our big ask. 

Finally the last thing, it’s supposed to hurt, okay? It’s supposed to 

hurt a little. Don’t be stupid, don’t be really dumb, but it should hurt a 

little because especially in this area of giving, pain equals growth. It does. 

Pain equals growth. Imagine like when I talked about going to the open 

life, imagine that you’ve been having a grip like this for a month and now 

for the first time you decide you’re going to open your hands. It’s going to 

hurt, isn’t it. It’s going to feel awkward, even though it’s the posture it’s 

supposed to be in.  

So opening your heart and your life to the generous life should 

sting a little bit and that’s okay. I’ll cause you to grow, and the more it 

stings, the more you’ll be blessed. I just believe that with all my heart. 

Open your heart. God loves a cheerful giver. Give to your 

neighbors, and give to those who are hurting, in Jesus’ name, amen. 

Love you guys. 


